GEOLOGY
the work, and wore only a pair of shorts, hastily dis-
appeared from the little laboratory.
Full advantage must be taken of the short Arctic sum-
mer. Work goes on day and night in the little mine; from
the forge is heard the blows of hammer on anvil, and
in the laboratory the blow-lamp hisses unceasingly. A
few short weeks and all is over. Camp is struck and the
men make their way to the coast to board the ship. Soon
afterwards the snow has hidden the last signs of our
activity, and the land appears once more as it was before
man began his hunt for wealth in this remote region.
It is a very different hunt which is pursued by the
palaeontologist. His big game is that of a vanished world*
This vanished world, these lands of an earlier age, had
an appearance very different from the Arctic coasts of
to-day. The high mountains of sandstone and schist
which now rise more than 3,500 feet above the surface
of the sea, were formed in the ocean depths. From mas-
sifs which have now almost entirely disappeared, mighty
rivers carried down the loose material to the sea. The
finest was taken farthest, and turned into clayey schist;
nearer the coast the sand sank to the bottom, and close
in-shore the coarse sand in which the beat of the waves
set those marks still visible to-day, hardened into sand-
stone. In the larger lakes, too, between the mountains
which heaved themselves up under continued volcanic
pressure, and were constantly worn away by the action
of wind and water, sand and clay were deposited,
amongst lava and ash which bear witness to volcanic
activity.